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Arts in Education (AIE) Creative Start Project Grant | FY27 
Application Outline   
CLICK HERE to apply for the Creative Start Project Grant 
Applicant Information 

Applicant Legal Name* 
Enter the applicant organization's legal name. This should be the organization (School District, ESD, Tribal Agency, 
nonprofit organization) who will contract with ArtsWA and who will receive the grant funds. For public schools, this will 
be your School District. 

Organization Type*  
If this project is taking place in one school building, please select Public School. 

• Head Start or Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) >> 
 What type of organization administers your program? 

• Educational Service District 
• School District  
• Public School 
• Tribal Government 
• State or Municipal Government Agency or Department 
• Non-Profit with 501(c)(3) >> 

 Define organization’s role in this application 
• Lead organization 
• Fiscal sponsor  

 Provide mission statement 
 Upload Letter of Determination 

Physical Address* 
Enter your organization's legal address. For public schools, this will be your School District address. 

County* 
List the county where your organization is located. 

WA Legislative District* 
 Select from dropdown between #s 1-49. To find your Legislative District, use the District Finder tool. 

We need your Legislative District. We do not need your Congressional District.  
 
ADA Compliance 
The Washington State Arts Commission (ArtsWA) supports universal access to the arts and abides by state and federal 
laws that prohibit public support to organizations (people or entities) that discriminate against people with disabilities. 
Therefore, each grantee is required to assure that they are in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA).  

• Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
states that no otherwise qualified person shall, solely by reason of their handicap, be excluded from participation 
in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination in federally assisted programs. Compliance with this 
Act includes the following: notifying employees and beneficiaries of the organization that it does not discriminate 
on the basis of handicap and operation of programs and activities which, when viewed in their entirety, are 
accessible to persons with disabilities. Compliance also includes maintenance of an evaluation plan developed with 

https://artswagto.submittable.com/submit/9e853c6c-cc0e-4774-8255-86c2782e08b1/aie-creative-start-project-grant-fy27
https://app.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder/
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the assistance of persons with disabilities or organizations representing disabled persons which contains: policies 
and practices for making programs and activities accessible; plans for making any structural modifications to 
facilities necessary for accessibility; a list of the persons with disabilities and/or organizations consulted; and the 
name and signature of the person responsible for the organization’s compliance efforts (“ADA Coordinator”). 

By clicking the button below and by submitting an ArtsWA grant application, applicants/grantees are acknowledging that 
their programs, services, and facilities are accessible, or a plan to make them accessible is in place and being followed. 
Funds may not be granted unless applicants are able, if requested, to provide documentation of their efforts to be in 
compliance. 

� YES: Applicant assures that all arts programs, services, and activities made possible with 
funding from the Washington State Arts Commission, and all facilities in which such programs, 
services, and activities are held (whether owned, leased, or donated to the Applicant), will be 
accessible to people with special needs in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Otherwise, organization will 
provide readily achievable reasonable accommodation as warranted.* 

 

Conflict of Interest 
Transparency: Are there any individuals involved with the implementation or oversight of your 
project proposal that have an affiliation with ArtsWA?* 
Conflicts of interest may include but are not limited to project managers, leadership, board members, artistic 
collaborators, ArtsWA staff, ArtsWA Commissioners, and contractors. Conflicts of Interest do not prevent applications 
from being considered for funding. 

o Yes >> List the names of the individual(s) involved with your project proposal who have a conflict of 
interest with ArtsWA:* 

o No 

Contact Information 
Who should receive application notifications? 
ArtsWA will notify you of your application status (Accepted or Declined) on May 8, 2026 via email. Please list a minimum 
of three email addresses farther below. These email addresses should include: 

1. Authorizing Official - the person authorized to sign all contracts.  
2. Grant Primary Contact - the person who should receive all official grant communications and contract materials. 
3. Project Coordinator - the person who is the day-to-day manager of the proposed project in this application. 

If your application is approved for funding, you will have the opportunity to update this contact list in May 2026.  

Application Notification Email Address:* 
Application Notification Email Address: 
Application Notification Email Address: 
 

Funding Priorities: 
ArtsWA Arts in Education grants are supported by a combination of state and federal funds (from the National Endowment 
for the Arts). Allotments to support Arts in Education grants are limited and subject to change each fiscal year. Due to 
funding limitations, ArtsWA applies priorities to ensure that funds reach a variety of learning communities and geographic 
locations.  
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Up to 20 additional points will be allotted to applications that meet the funding priorities below. Applicants can choose one 
or both priorities if they are eligible. 

This project is eligible for the following Funding Priorities:* 
� The majority of the project serves early learning students and/or educators located in counties 

identified by the Employment Security Department as a distressed area in the 2024 Distressed 
Areas list: Ferry, Franklin, Grant, Grays Harbor, Lewis, Lincoln, Mason, Okanogan, Pacific, Pend 
Oreille, Stevens, Wahkiakum, Yakima. Note: This question is about the location of communities served 
through this project. 

� The project serves Title I schools, Head Start, ECEAP, or arts/community organizations where at 
least 40% of early learners are from low-income households. 

 Documentation required: Upload (1) Document: proof of Title I designation, % of 
students eligible for free/reduced-price lunch, Head Start/ECEAP eligibility guidelines, 
census data, or a signed statement confirming % of participants from low-income 
households. File types: PDF, PNG, or JPEG. 

� None. This project is not eligible for the Funding Priorities as outlined above.  

Project Information  
In this section, provide the key details and administrative data that give a high-level overview and context for your project 
proposal. Note: This section is for context and ArtsWA administrative review. It is not part of the scoring criteria. 

Project Title* Enter the title of your Creative Start Project. Example: "Storytelling through Writing & Dance" 
Project Snapshot: In 3–5 sentences, briefly describe your arts integration project. Focus on 
what you will do and who will participate (PreK–3 students, educators, and/or families).*  
If funded, this description will be used for communications and fiscal documents. 

Limit: 150 words  
When will your project take place?* 

o During school hours (integrated into class time) 
o Outside school hours (after-school, weekend, summer, or family events) 
o Both during and outside school hours 

Project site(s) and anticipated participants* 
Enter the site(s) and/or school(s) where your project will take place. Provide your best estimate of participating educators 
and early learners. If your project will also include families or community members, please describe in the “Who will this 
project serve?” question below the table. If you are applying as an Educational Service District, you may list the 
participating School Districts in the “Site and/or School Name” column. 
 

Site and/or 
School 
Name 

City County Number of 
Educators 

Number of 
Preschool 
Students 

Number of 
Kindergarten 

Students 

Number of 
1st Grade 
Students 

Number 
2nd Grade 
Students 

Number of 
3rd Grade 
Students 

Example 
school name  Seattle King 20 40 0 0 0 0 

Who will this project serve? Share the key groups of students, educators, or families who will 
participate. Include basic community details (such as income levels, languages, or cultural 
backgrounds) that provide helpful context.* 

https://esd.wa.gov/jobs-and-training/labor-market-information/labor-force-and-unemployment/distressed-areas-list
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fesd.wa.gov%2Fmedia%2Fxlsx%2F3478%2F2024-distressed-areas-listxlsx%2Fdownload%3Finline&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fesd.wa.gov%2Fmedia%2Fxlsx%2F3478%2F2024-distressed-areas-listxlsx%2Fdownload%3Finline&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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Limit: 150 words 
Grant Amount Request* 
Enter $6,000 or $10,000. 

 Project Budget* 
Complete the budget table to show how the requested funds directly support your project plan. 

Instructions:  
“Detailed Description of anticipated expenses” column: briefly explain the calculation of your costs. This 
shows reviewers how you determined the cost and how it supports your project. 

• Formula Examples: 
o Teaching artist @ $65/hr x 40 hrs = $2,600 
o 120 student art kits @ $18 each = $2,160 
o 3 classroom teachers @ $500 each = $1,500 
o Museum bus transportation 2 @ $500 = $1,000 

• Focus on Fair Compensation: Ensure your budget reflects fair pay rates for all project staff and 
reflects adequate time for planning, collaboration, and project wrap-up.  

Use category “Other” for any costs that do not fit into the categories. (Must be clearly explained in the 
Detailed Description). 

"ArtsWA Funds Requested" column: enter numbers only. Do not use currency symbols (e.g., $). Round all 
amounts to the nearest whole dollar. 

Materials & Supplies Cap: The total amount requested for Materials & Supplies from ArtsWA must not 
exceed 25% of your total request. (e.g., If requesting $6,000, the cap is $1,500; if requesting $10,000, the 
cap is $2,500). 

Allowable Expenses: Please consult page 2 of the Creative Start Project Grant Guidelines for a full list of 
expenses that ArtsWA can and cannot fund.  

Your total project budget may be more than the grant amount. In this table, list only how you will spend 
the ArtsWA grant funds ($6,000 or $10,000). 

Project Expense Table* Note: It is not possible to add rows to these tables, please combine information in a way 
that fits the given categories. Use the vertical scroll bar on the right side of the above table to access all sections and rows 
of the income table. 

Allowable Expense Category Detailed Description of anticipated 
expenses 

ArtsWA Funds Requested  
(numbers only; do not use $) 

EXAMPLE: Project Staff  Teaching artist @ $65/hr × 40 hrs = 
$2,600, Partner organization @ $1,400 4000 

Project Staff      
Professional Learning     
Travel     
Materials & Supplies     
Administrative      
Tickets or transportation     
Access supports     
Other     

  TOTAL (should equal 6,000 or 10,000): $0  

https://www.arts.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/ArtsWA_FY27_AIE_Creative-Start-Project-Grant_Guidelines.pdf
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� I certify our organization will not apply for other ArtsWA grants to support the same project, 
expenses, and services.* Organizations can apply for and receive other ArtsWA grants if they support different 
projects, expenses, and services. 

 
Criteria Questions 
There are four (4) scoring criteria; refer to them in the Creative Start Project Grant Guidelines as you develop your 
responses. Ensure your narrative responses align with your multiple-choice selections. Narrative questions have a 
maximum word count for responses. Your response may be shorter but must address all aspects of the narrative questions. 
 

1. Arts Integrated Learning (30 points possible) 
Criteria 1 focuses on integrated goals; student experience; evidence of learning. 

1(a). Arts Integrated Learning: Which arts discipline(s) are the primary focus of your arts 
integration project? Choose up to three (3) disciplines based on your project design. Projects 
are not required to include multiple disciplines.* 

� 01 Dance  
� 02 Music  
� 03 Opera/Music Theatre  
� 04 Theatre  
� 05 Visual Arts - experimental, graphics, painting, sculpture  
� 06 Design Arts - architecture, fashion, graphic, industrial, interior, landscape architecture, 

urban/metropolitan  
� 07 Crafts - clay, fiber, glass, leather, metal, paper, plastic, wood, mixed media  
� 08 Photography  
� 09 Media Arts - film, audio, radio, sound installations, video, technology/experimental  
� 10 Literature - fiction, non-fiction, playwriting, poetry  
� 11 Interdisciplinary - performance art  
� 12 Folklife/Traditional Arts  
� 13 Humanities - history & criticism of the arts, ethics, philosophy, social sciences  
� Social practice and/or community engagement 
� Other 

1(b). Arts Integrated Learning: Which non-arts subject(s) are the primary focus of your project? 
Select all that apply.* 

� Health and Physical Educational 
� Language and/or Literacy 
� Math 
� Science 
� Since Time Immemorial: Tribal Sovereignty in Washington State 
� Social Emotional Learning 
� Social Studies 
� Other 

 

 

https://www.arts.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/ArtsWA_FY27_AIE_Creative-Start-Project-Grant_Guidelines.pdf
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1(c). Arts Integrated Learning: Which learning standards and/or frameworks will you use to 
measure student learning goals? Select all that apply.* 

� WA State Arts Learning Standards 
� National Core Arts Standards 
� Washington State Early Learning and Development Guidelines (ELDGS) 
� WaKIDS Teaching Strategies GOLD 
� Common Core State Standards 
� Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Standards 
� WIDA English Language Development Standards 
� Since Time Immemorial: Tribal Sovereignty in WA State 
� WA State/Next Generation Science Standards 
� WA State Social Studies Learning Standards 
� Environment and Sustainability K-13 Learning Standards 
� Teacher/Principal Evaluation Program (TPEP) 
� Social Justice Standards/Learning for Justice 
� Health and PE Learning Standards 
� No learning standards or frameworks are used at this time 
� Other 

 
1(d). Arts Integrated Learning: Narrative*  

• How will your project link arts and non-arts subjects to achieve specific learning outcomes? 
• What will students do during the project, and how will activities build over time? 
• How will you track student learning outcomes and celebrate what students have learned? 
Your response should reflect the selections made in 1a–1c.  

Limit: 300 words 

1(e). Arts Integrated Learning: Project Sample 
Upload one (1) sample that shows what and how students will learn in your proposed project. Examples include a 
curriculum or lesson plan, student work, assessment tool, or short video. Samples must be no more than three 
years old and follow the limits below.  

Accepted File Types & Limits: Files that exceed these limits will not be reviewed.  
• Document (.pdf or .docx): 1–5 pages 
• Image (.jpg, .jpeg, .png): 1 image 
• Video (.mp4 or .mov): 1–5 minutes  
• Max file size: 400 MB 

Tips: 
• Choose a sample that best represents your arts-integrated project. 
• You may include photos or screenshots in your document. 
• NOTE: Do not include live links to outside materials (e.g., websites, YouTube, etc.). 

Upload (1) Project Sample* 
file types accepted: .docx, .pdf, .jpg, ;jpeg, .png, .mov, .mp4 

Project Sample Description* 
Briefly explain the context of your sample. What are we seeing or reading? How does it show what and how students 
will learn in your project? 

Limit: 75 words 
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2. Project Design (30 points possible) 
Criteria 2 focuses on project plan; staffing/partnerships; feedback, adaptation, & celebration. 
 

2(a). Project Design: Project Goal 
In 1–2 sentences, how is this project connected to the strategic goals of your organization?* 

Limit: 75 words 

2(b). Project Design: Timeline* Outline key activities indicating completion of project milestones. If some months 
are not applicable to your project milestones, please leave blank. 

Month Key Milestones 
EXAMPLE (A) Host 8 classroom visits with teaching artist focusing on science/visual art. (B) 

Begin Project Planning and prep for teacher orientation. (C) Hold first session of 
spring program (D) Hire 5th teaching artist/work to develop curriculum. 

July 2026  
August 2026  
September 2026  
October 2026  
November 2026  
December 2026  
January 2027  
February 2027  
March 2027  
April 2027  
May 2027  
June 2027  

  
2(c). Project Design: Who will do the work, and who are your partners?* 

• Describe what each key project staff person will do (for example, the artist, teacher, or 
project coordinator) and how this team can realistically carry out the project.  

• Describe any community partnerships supporting this project and explain why these 
partnerships are important.  

Limit: 150 words 

2(d). Project Design: Ongoing reflection and adjustment* 
• How will you gather feedback during the project? 
• How will the team use this feedback to make changes during the project? 
• How will learning, progress, or achievements be shared or celebrated with students, 

families, or the community? 
 

Limit: 200 words 
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3. Opportunity and Access (20 points possible) 
Criteria 3 focuses on community responsiveness & need; access & outcomes. 

3(a). Opportunity and Access: Choose the top priority opportunity and access effort(s) your 
project will focus on next year (July 2026-June 2027). You may select up to two (2).* 
Note: You may be already implementing many of the strategies. Focus on efforts you hope to add or refine based on 
community input, need, or data.  

 Increase transportation options 
 Provide modified or adapted learning resources and/or tools for students with 

disabilities  
 Work with community partners to increase enrollment for students 

underrepresented in past activities 
 Provide free-of-cost arts learning materials  
 Increase language access  
 Support access to technology and/or the internet 
 Increase access for neurodiverse students 
 Expand family outreach and engagement efforts 
 Invite family, community, and/or youth input into program and/or curriculum design 
 Train project staff to better meet the strengths, learning needs and/or interests of 

students 
 Other 
 We have limited capacity to plan for access at this time 

3(b). Opportunity and Access: Narrative*  
• Describe why you prioritized the access strategy/strategies you selected.  
• How do you hope the selected efforts will reduce barriers for the students and families 

that typically engage in your programs? 
Limit: 300 words 

4. Educator and Artist Support (20 points possible). 
 Criteria 4 focuses on collaboration & planning; fair pay & professional support. 

4(a). Educator and Artist Support: How will educators and artists have time and support to 
plan, collaborate, and refine their approach to strengthen student learning?* 

Limit: 150 words 

4(b) Educator and Artist Support: How does your project ensure that educators and artists are 
fairly paid and supported in their professional and/or creative growth?* 
Note: ArtsWA does not require that organizations pay a standard rate because of a wide variety of circumstances. Please 
see additional information on living wage efforts here. 

Limit: 150 words 
 

SAVE DRAFT >> SUBMIT FORM 

https://teachingartists.com/pay-rate-calculator/
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