
COVID Impacts Recovery Grants  

 

“COVID Impacts Recovery” grants offer small, one-time grants to Washington businesses in 
the arts, heritage, and science sectors to provide funding for recovery from pandemic 
economic impacts. For-profit and non-profit businesses are eligible.  

Examples of eligible businesses: 

• Arts: Performing Arts Company (Theatre, Dance, Music, etc.), Live Entertainment 
Venue, Art Gallery, Independent Artist, Writer, or Performer 

• Heritage: Museum, Historical or Cultural Organization 
• Science: Environment, Conservation or Wildlife Organization  

Grant funding is limited to $5,000 per application. This is based on our goal of providing 
meaningful funding impact with a limited funding pool.   

We anticipate a high rate of applications for this program.  All eligible organizations are 
encouraged to apply. However, to ensure funding reaches Washington’s most vulnerable 
businesses and those that have not yet received pandemic relief support, special 
consideration in awarding funds will be given to: 

• businesses that have not received funding from the following Commerce and ArtsWA 
programs: Working Washington Grants– Rounds 1-5, Border Business Relief Grants, 
Small Business Relief Grants, Convention Center Grants, COVID Safety Support for 
Large Organizations, NW Disaster Recovery, or Hospitality Grants 

• businesses owned by members of historically disadvantaged or underserved 
populations 

• our state’s smallest businesses with gross annual revenues of $50,000 or less in the 
2022 calendar year 

• businesses located in one of the 15 counties identified by the state as a distressed 
area: Clallam, Jefferson, Grays Harbor, Mason, Pacific, Wahkiakum, Lewis, Cowlitz, 
Yakima, Grant, Franklin, Okanogan, Ferry, Stevens, and Pend Oreille 

Funds for this program are provided by Washington State Legislature, the Washington 
Department of Commerce, and the U.S. Department of the Treasury. Points of view in this 
document are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position or 
policies of the U.S. Department of the Treasury. 

https://esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo/distressed-areas
https://esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo/distressed-areas


Timeline: 

• Application Open: Monday, September 25, 2023 
• Application Deadline: Wednesday, November 1, 2023, 5PM (PST) 
• Notifications sent: January 8 – 12, 2024  
• Funds dispersal: January 22 – 26, 2024 

Eligibility Requirements 
• Be an active for-profit or non-profit business as of March 20, 2020 
• Be physically located in Washington State 
• Primary business activity must be in the arts, heritage, or science sectors  

o Science funding is intended for cultural science non-profits and businesses such as 
science centers or zoos. Science companies, including research or development 
laboratories or services, and science manufacturing, are not eligible for these funds. 

• Have expenses that are necessary to continue business operations, and the expense 
is not a federal, state, or local government fee (i.e. taxes, licenses, state, county, 
federal, or city fees).  

• Self-attest that expenses are not funded by any other government or private entity 
• Have experienced and can describe lingering impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on 

your business activities 
• Have documentation of 2020, 2021, and 2022 annual business revenues 
• Generate at least 51% of revenue in Washington State 

Ineligible to Apply 
The following business types are NOT eligible to apply for this grant funding: 

• Businesses actively pursuing a bankruptcy declaration 
• Businesses disbarred by the federal government 
• Businesses engaged in any activity that may be considered socially undesirable or 

predatory in nature (such as rent-to-own businesses, multi-level marketing 
businesses, check cashing businesses, etc.) 

• Businesses of a prurient sexual nature (“adult” businesses) 
• Businesses primarily engaged in political or lobbying activities 
• Businesses that have permanently closed or intend to permanently close in 2023 
• Businesses with regulations that restrict membership or participation for any reason 

other than age or building capacity  
• Businesses without a physical location in Washington State 
• Financial businesses mainly engaged in the business of lending, such as banks, finance 

companies, and factoring companies 
• Government entities or offices of elected officials  
• Multi-national corporations 
• Passive businesses, investment companies, and investors who file a Schedule E on 

their personal tax returns 
• Publicly funded libraries 
• Religious or faith-based organizations 
• Science research or development labs or services, and science manufacturing 



Required Documents and Business Identifier Numbers 
• Financial documentation for 2022 gross annual business revenues (an IRS form in 

most cases) 
• Washington Unified Business Identifier (UBI).  

o Note: Tribal member-owned businesses without a UBI may provide alternative 
business validation. 

• Washington Statewide Vendor Number (SWV)  
• Federal Employer Identification Number (EIN), if applicable 
• Federal Unique Entity Identifier Number (UEI) 

o IMPORTANT: As of April 2022, recipients of grants using federal funds are 
required to have an UEI number. The UEI replaces the DUNS Number. If you don’t 
have one yet, you should apply now. You may apply for grants without one but 
cannot receive funds until you have a UEI. Click here to apply now 
(https://sam.gov/content/duns-uei). 

Eligible Use of Funds 
Grant Funds May Be Used For:  

Successful grantees must use the funding for expenses incurred between March 3, 2020–
June 30, 2024, as required by state law. Grantees can use this grant funding for any eligible 
expenses due to the impact of COVID-19 if those expenses have not been previously 
funded through other grants.  

If responses for the incurred expense are “true” for all five statements below, then the 
applicant can feel confident the expense is eligible:  

1. The expense is connected to the COVID-19 emergency.  
2. The expense is “necessary” to continue business operations.  
3. The expense is not to be used to pay government fees (i.e. taxes, licenses, state, 

county, federal, or city fees).  
4. The business will self–attest that the expense is not funded by any other grant, 

whether private, local government, state, or federal.  
5. The business would not be requesting assistance with expenses if they had not been 

impacted by COVID-19.  

Grant Funds May NOT Be Used For: 

• Lobbying 
• Alcohol (other than for inventory needs of the business) 
• Salary increases, bonuses, and dividends to owner(s) or investor(s) 
• Expenses previously reimbursed by federal programs (example: SBA Paycheck 

Protection Program) or by any other grant or loan program  
• Personal expenses not associated with the business 
• Any expenses outside of the March 3, 2020–June 30, 2024 timeframe.  

How to Apply 

https://secure.dor.wa.gov/gteunauth/_/#4
https://ofm.wa.gov/it-systems/accounting-systems/statewide-vendorpayee-services/vendor-payee-registration
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/apply-for-an-employer-identification-number-ein-online
https://sam.gov/content/duns-uei
https://sam.gov/content/duns-uei


• Grant applications must be completed and submitted online between September 25, 
2023, and November 1, 2023, at 5:00 PM PST. 

• ArtsWA will only accept grant applications online through the Submittable website. If 
you do not have a (free) Submittable account, you will be prompted to register prior 
to accessing the online application. Submittable recommends using Google Chrome, 
Mozilla Firefox, or Apple Safari as web browsers. 

• Take your time when completing the grant application. Your work will be 
automatically saved as you move through the questions if you are connected to the 
internet. The application does not need to be completed in one sitting. 

• Make sure that the contact email you provide is appropriate for receiving emails from 
ArtsWA.  

Contact 
Britt Madsen, ArtsWA Grants to Organizations Program Specialist, britt.madsen@arts.wa.gov 

Miguel Guillen, ArtsWA Grants to Organizations Program Manager, 
miguel.guillen@arts.wa.gov 

 

mailto:britt.madsen@arts.wa.gov
mailto:miguel.guillen@arts.wa.gov
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